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Tick (ṉ or  χ) relevant answer/s or write necessary information. 

BASIC FACTS 

Basic facts about your countryôs Alumni Association: 

 Country Sweden 

 Name of the organization SWYAA Sweden (Short for Ship for World Youth Alumni 
Association Sweden) 

 Organisational structure ̘ Umbrella organization of the government 

X    Officially registered  

̘ Voluntary group 

̘ Other  

 Board members 

(Name/batch) 

President: Mathilda Jansson (SWY31) 

Vice President: Anna Lind (SWY23) 

Treasurer: K-G Eriksson (SWY23, GLDP1 SWY26) 

Secretary: Lotta Jarvenius Rössner (SWY10) 

Member and communicator: Mattis Bygdén (SWY31) 

Member: Karolina Leopoldsson (SWY23) 

Member: Anna Rydborg (former Edlund) (GLDP1 SWY26) 

 

Nominating Committee: Pär Örlander (GLDP1 SWY26), Robert 

Cedermark (GLDP1 SWY26) and Pontus Ridderström (SWY31).  

Controller/Internal auditor : Petter Falk (SWY23) 

 Number of members Total number of ex-PYs: 12+11+11+11+8+11 (64 

participants in total) 

 

Active members: 28 members have paid their membership 

fee in full during the year 2019. Of these, around half are 

currently involved in planning, organising or taking part in 

activities of the association in some way. 

 

Affiliate d members: 61 ex-PYs are members in our closed 

alumni association Facebook group where we share official 

documents, information from Japan, invitations from the 

Japanese Embassy, and more. The majority of them follow 

updates and discussions regularly. 

 

 Annual membership fee X    Yes Ÿ How much? (200 SEK, approx. 2500 JPY) 

̘ No 

Basic facts about your countryôs participation in SWY: 

 Which batches has your country 

participated in? 

SWY 4 (1992) 

SWY 10 (1998) 

SWY 18 (2006) 

SWY 23 (2011) 

GLDP1 SWY26 (2014) 

SWY 31 (2019) 

 Which institution has conducted the 

selection process? 

X    Japanese Embassy 

̘ Government 

̘ Youth organization 

mailto:swyaa@iyeo.or.jp


X    SWYAA (Partly involved by supporting the Embassy with input on 

selection criteria and conducting PR and marketing in support of the 

programmes) 

̘ Other 

 Which institution has conducted the 

pre-departure training? 

X    Japanese Embassy (Partly involved: Invited the selected participants for 

an information meeting and pre-departure courtesy call at the Embassy as  

well as a dinner at the Ambassadorôs residence in Stockholm) 

̘ Government 

̘ Youth organization 

X    SWYAA (Main responsible for planning and conducting the pre-

departure training in practice. Also responsible for preparing the  

participants and the performances, activities and logistics.) 

̘ Other 

 How many days was the pre-

departure training? 
̘ 1 day 

̘ 2 ï 3 days 

X    4 ï 6 days (Counting the different planning sessions, information 

meetings and social gatherings on location.) 

̘ Other 

Communication: 

 How does your AA 

communicate internally with 

members and externally with 

non-members? 

X   Website: URL http://swysweden.org/ 

̘ Newsletter  Ÿ Please attach a copy of the newsletter to this report 

̘ Mailing list 

X    Blog: URL http://swysweden.org/category/news/  

X    Facebook page:  

¶ Closed group for internal use - 61 members 

            www.facebook.com/groups/207896345902412/ 

¶ Facebook page - Official open for external visitors - 420 

followers: www.facebook.com/swyaasweden/ 

X      Other 

¶ Instagram: SwyaaSweden 

¶ Individual members use social media, local press and other  

channels to market, inform and engage friends, relatives and the 

public. 

NETWORKING  AND COLLABORATIONS  WITH  JAPAN AND THE GLOBAL  COMMUNITY  

 Important associates and 

collaborators? 
̘ Government sector (name: ) 

X    Japanese Embassy 

X    Japanese community (Sometimes The Japanese Society in 

Stockholm) 

X    Other organizations,  (Name: Svenska Institutet, Si) 

 Do you organize events with 

the Japanese Embassy? 

X    Yes 
SWYAA Sweden has a well-established and mutually beneficial contact 

with the Embassy of Japan in Stockholm. During 2019 we have jointly  

collaborated regarding activities connected to SWY31 and the Swedish 

delegation, such as pre-departure meetings and networking between the 

members of the delegation and the Embassy. 

 

We have also continued our collaboration on spread of activities and PR 

to other events organised or supported by the Embassy. In addition, we 

have supplied the Embassy Staff with contact details to distinguished 

alumni of SWYAA Sweden upon request. 

 

Current discussions are taking place regarding debrief from the SWY 31 

and how to best capture lessons learned and improvements until a next 

Swedish batch might be invited to participate again. 

 

http://swysweden.org/
http://swysweden.org/category/news/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/207896345902412/
http://www.facebook.com/swyaasweden/


 Do you organize events with 

the Japanese community? 

There is no officially established collaboration with the formal Japanese 

community (i.e the Stockholm Japanese community with official 

webpage here: http://japanskaforeningenisthlm.se/). 

 

But, Swedish alumni do attend events organised by the association and 

have contact with expatriate Japanese living in Sweden regularly. 

Activities from January 2019 to December 2019 

International reunions (Please write your AA has hosted an international reunion) 

 Name of the event New yearôs camp with Scandinavian theme 

 Date of the event 1st January ï 5th January 2019. 

 Hosting city Sommarøy, Tromsø in Norway. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

3 participants, Sweden +Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

A mini-new year reunion was held in the northern part of Norway by a 

Swedish ex-PY (Anna Rydborg, former Edlund, GLDP1 SWY26) to 

explore Scandinavian Arctic together. During the stay, there were music-

exchange and music making going on. 

 Name of the event Reunion in Stockholm ï March no 1 

 Date of the event 19th March, 2019. 

 Hosting city Stockholm, Sweden. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

5 participants, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Not even a month after the end of the SWY31 program, members of the 

Swedish delegation from SWY31 had the pleasure to welcome Ayaka 

Koizumi (SWY31) to Sweden. Gabor Fabian, Mathilda Jansson, Peter 

Gille and Victor Åstrand got together and arranged a Swedish cultural 

evening filled with food and music. Travelling through Sweden, Ayaka 

spent an evening in Stockholm and the group met at Mathildaôs house for 

Swedish fika and Swedish smorgasbord. While talking SWY memories and 

life after SWY, Ayaka had the opportunity to try Swedish food and get 

some insight in Swedish culture. 

 
At Mathilda´s house, Stockholm. 
From left: Ayaka Koizumi, Peter Gille, Mathilda Jansson, Victor Åstrand. 

 Name of the event Reunion in Santiago 

 Date of the event 22nd March, 2019. 

 Hosting city Santiago, Chile. 

 How many participants? 2 participants, Sweden + Chile. 

http://japanskaforeningenisthlm.se/


From which countries? 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Wilma Carlsson (SWY31) and Belen Guéde (SWY31) met in Santiago for 

a reunion, talking about SWY memories and life changing events. The 

reunion took place in in the city centre, where Belen introduced Wilma to 

Chilean food, music and culture. They spent the evening with Belenôs 

friends and Wilma were delighted to get the opportunity to try speaking 

Spanish, eating Chilean food and just catching up with Belen.  

 
In Santiago. 

From left: Belen Guéde, Wilma Carlsson 

 Name of the event Reunion in Stockholm ï March no 2 

 Date of the event 24th March, 2019. 

 Hosting city Stockholm, Sweden. 

 How many participants? 7 participants, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Deech Kagawa (SWY30+adm SWY31) was travelling through Sweden 

and stayed in Stockholm for a few days. When stopping by Stockholm, 

members of the Swedish delegation for SWY31 (Gabor Fabian, Linnea 

Johansson, Mathilda Jansson, Peter Gille and Pontus Ridderström) 

arranged a reunion. The Swedish delegation also invited Björn Kåberger, 

who is a friend of Mathilda and who was on the Peace boat programme in 

2017. The group talked about SWY memories, Swedish culture and 

differences between SWY and Peace boat. Having a traditional Swedish 

Fika in a basement in Gamla Stan (Old Town), they enjoyed Swedish 

music and cinnamon buns in plenty! 



 
At Montezeliusvägen viewpoint, Stockholm. 
From left: Gabor Fabian, Mathilda Jansson, Pontus Ridderström, Deech Kagawa,  
Peter Gille, Linnea Johansson, Björn Kåberger 

 Name of the event Breakfast/Dinner conversation: Sweden ï Australia 

 Date of the event 6th April, 2019. 

 Hosting city Globally. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

9 participants, Sweden + Australia. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Australia and Sweden had a joint video chat between the delegations 

about a month after coming back from the SWY trip to share the 

experience of going back to "normal" life. It was a great opportunity to 

de-brief, catch up and talk about possible post program activities.  

Showing once again what an amazing, global and borderless network 

the SWY community truly is! 

 Name of the event Reunion in Stockholm - April  

 Date of the event 19th April, 2019. 

 Hosting city Stockholm, Sweden. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

5 participants, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Risa Takahasi, Gabor Fabian, Mathilda Jansson, Peter Gille (all ex-PY´s  

from SWY31) and Risa´s friend Kaho Ishii (Japan) got together for a 

reunion in Stockholm in April. After talking about SWY memories and 

ongoing Post Program Activities, the group went to Skansen, an outdoor 

museum and national park in the central part of Stockholm. It was a warm 

spring day and Risa and Kaho was introduced to Swedish architectural 

history, craft, food and folklore music. It was truly a day to remember with  

lots of discussions on cultural difference and similarities between Sweden 

and Japan, learning a lot from each other! 

 



At Skansen.  
From Left: Kaho Ishii, Risa Takahashi, Mathilda Jansson, Peter Gille,  
Gabor Fabian. 

 
At Skansen.  
From Left: Gabor Fabian, Kaho Ishii, Peter Gille, Risa Takahashi. 

 Name of the event Reunion in Boston 

 Date of the event 12th May, 2019. 

 Hosting city Boston, USA. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

3 participants, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

The global SWY-network really is amazing! Mathilda Jansson (SWY31) 

and Yu Latifa Shinagawa (SWY27) met in the Ex-PY alumni group ñSWY 

travellersò on Facebook. Having never met each other in real life, they 

decided to meet in Boston, where they would both fortunately spend a 

weekend in May. Mathilda and Yu, together with Yu´s friend Kanako 

Mizymoto (Japan), went on a beer brewery tour, as is custom in Boston 

(being famous for its beer). They talked about SWY, the impact that SWY 

had had on their life and made plans for an upcoming reunion in Stockholm. 

 
At the Brewery.  
From Left: Kanako Mizymoto, Yu Latifa Shinagawa,  

Mathilda Jansson. 



 Name of the event Reunion in Stockholm - May 

 Date of the event 25th May, 2019. 

 Hosting city Stockholm, Sweden. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

2 participants, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Only 13 days after having seen each other in Boston, Mathilda Jansson 

(SWY31) and Yu Latifa Shingawa (SWY27) met again in Stockholm. They 

spent the day walking around in the city, experience typical sightseeing 

spots such as Kungsträdgården (King´s Garden), Gamla stan (old town) and 

the Royal Castle. The traditional Swedish ñfikaò was of course consumed 

and Yu also got to try the traditional Swedish beverage ñLingonberry 

juiceò. 

 Name of the event Reunion in Stockholm - August 

 Date of the event 15th August, 2019. 

 Hosting city Stockholm, Sweden. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

3, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Three participants from SWY31 had a mini reunion in Stockholm: Peter 

Gille, Alexander Annerberg and Tatsuya Murakami. Together, they ate 

lunch, had fika at a small cafe and walked around in the old town of 

Stockholm and visited the area of Djurgården. 

 
At old town, Stockholm, about to have a Swedish fika. 
From Left: Alexander Annerberg, Tasuya Murakami.t 

 Name of the event Reunion in London - September 

 Date of the event 22nd September, 2019. 

 Hosting city London, The UK. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

2 participants, Sweden + Turkey. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Mathilda Jansson (SWY31) and Alptekin Avsar (SWY31, Turkey NL) met  

in London for a catch up after the SWY31 program ended. Mathilda 

showed Alptekin around in London, catching up over SWY while seeing 

famous British attractions such as Big Ben, Buckingham Palace and St 

James Park. The day did of course end at a typical British pub where they 

talked about life after SWY and future related projects. 



 
At Big Ben. 
From Left: Alptekin Avsar, Mathilda Jansson. 

 Name of the event Tokyo reunions 

 Date of the event 7th November ï 13th November, 2019. 

 Hosting city Tokyo, Japan. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

Around 15, Sweden + Japan. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

In November 2019 Anna Rydborg (former Edlund), GLDP 1 SWY26, 

visited Tokyo for a SWY-inspired programme. She stayed with Sunny 

Haruka Ohno who gave her a tour around Tokyo several days. During the 

stay there were three mini-reunions held where plenty of ex-PÝ s from 

Japan joined. At 8th November, Anna invited five Swedish friends, who had 

the opportunity to be in Tokyo just the same time as Anna, to a Karaoke-

night with ex PÝ s. During the stay, Anna also got invited to a Japanese 

family to a traditional birthday celebration for Ayaka Ishikawa. Maki Steph 

Okusa organised an evening with the activity game-quest. A lot of cultural 

exchange happened during these days. 

 
At game quest.  

One of many mini-reunions during Anna Rydborg´s (GLDP1 SWY26) SWY-inspired stay in 
Japan 7-13 November. In total there were around 15 ex-JPY´s from different batches that 
met Anna this time. 



 

 



 
 Name of the event Reunion in London - November 

 Date of the event 13th November, 2019. 

 Hosting city London, The UK. 

 How many participants? 

From which countries? 

2 participants, Sweden + Greece. 

 Please write a summary of the 

event 

Mathilda Jansson (SWY31) and Panagiotis Mamouzakis (SWY31) met in 

London to catch up after SWY31, and also to talk about the upcoming 

initiative ñSWYAA Blood Donation Month 2019ò (starting 1st December 

2019). Panagiotis have a lot of experience within social media, and 

SWYAA Sweden took the initiative for this year campaign, hence the very 

valuable meeting over a coffee discussing communication strategy. 

Mathilda and Panagiotis shared experience and knowledge about previous 

campaigns and future campaigns, something that in the future will not only 

benefit the work that is being done within the SWY network, but also the 

cause of the campaign (ñgive blood ï give lifeò). A fantastic and global 

SWY-initiative that keeps the SWY-spirit going long after the program is 

ended! 

 
At Waterloo Station.  
From Left: Panagiotis Mamouzakis,  

Mathilda Jansson 


